PRINCE BULOW
quoted from the Classics, " Excellency," I added, " your
activities as Minister must prevent you from using your
splendid library as much as you once did. As Chancellor,
weighed down with business, you must find it difficult to
read a book. On the other hand, you must read the papers a
great deal."
The Prince replied: " You're wrong. If possible, I take
a book from ray library every day and shut myself off for an
hour from transient affairs in the eternity of the spirit. But
it's true I read the newspapers a great deal A statesman is
bound to keep in touch with public opinion and take account
of just criticism. I certainly regard the Press as a great power
and I recommend it to be moderate in using its influence, as
behoves every power that is in earnest."
The Chancellor bent over to me laughing and said:
" You're the sixth Great Power."
" Excellency," I replied, " we've fallen from our high
estate. Now we're only the ftinth Great Power."
The Prince counted : " England, France, Russia, Austria-
Hungary, Italy, Germany, America, Japan—the Press. . , ,
Yes, yes," he admitted. " You're right—the ninth,"
" And are we going to hold our position, Your Excellency,
or would the appearance of a ninth Great Power reduce us to
tenth place?"
The Prince did not reply. He refused to indulge in
prophecy. But I, and probably the Chancellor, too, con-
sidered inwardly whether the Press might not become once
more the eighth or seventh, or even the sixth Great Power.
For powers do not only rise, they also fall The power of the
Press is perhaps more assured for the twentieth century than
that of many a country that to-day ranks among the Great
Powers.
From the hints thrown out by Prince Biilow I certainly
gained the impression that he did not take a favourable view
of the future prospects of world peace. Prudence demanded
that Germany should be on her guard to preserve her
security* . . .
Btilow referred to his last visit to Vienna and sp^oke admir-
ingly of the developments that had come about in that city
which he remembered so affectionately from his younger days.
He then said: " The Emperor Francis Joseph is on the

